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Spring	Storm	Along	the	Yuba			Pantoum	

	
Red	osier	dogwood	over	black	water,	
Each	flaming	twig	rimed	in	white.	
A	ghost	of	snow	lit	by	lightning	flicker,	
Dark	clouds	hasten	on-rushing	night.	
	
Each	flaming	twig	rimed	in	white:	
A	sudden	unexpected	gift.	
Dark	clouds	hasten	on-rushing	night;	
In	deep	shadow,	the	last	remaining	drifts.	
	
A	sudden	unexpected	gift	
After	a	day	in	the	woods,	alone.	
In	deep	shadow,	the	last	remaining	drifts,	
Ahead,	the	long	drive	home.	
	
After	a	day	in	the	woods,	alone	
Wind-driven	hail	pummels	the	truck.	
Ahead,	the	long	drive	home	
Down	highway	carved	through	glistening	rock.	
	
Wind-driven	hail	pummels	the	truck,	
A	ghost	of	snow	lit	by	lightning	flicker.	
Down	highway	carved	through	glistening	rock:	
Red	osier	dogwood	over	black	water.	
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